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Mansa Musa Visits Egypt

The following description of the visit to Cairo in 1324 by the King of Mali, Mansa Musa, was written by Al-Umari, who visited Cairo several years after the Mansa Musa’s visit.

            From the beginning of my coming to stay in Egypt I heard talk of the arrival of this sultan Musa on his Pilgrimage and found the Cairenes eager to recount what they had seem of the Africans’ prodigal spending.  I asked the emir Abu…and he told me of the opulence, manly virtues, and piety of his sultan.  “When I went out to meet him {he said} that is, on behalf of the mighty sultan al-Malik al-Nasir, he did me extreme honour and treated me with the greatest courtesy.  He addressed me, however, only through an interpreter despite his perfect ability to speak in the Arabic tongue.  Then he forwarded to the royal treasury many loads of unworked native gold and other valuables.  I tried to persuade him to go up to the Citadel to meet the sultan, but he refused persistently saying: “I came for the Pilgrimage and nothing else.  I do not wish to mix anything else with my Pilgrimage.”  He had begun to use this argument but I realized that the audience was repugnant to him because he would be obliged to kiss the ground and the sultan’s hand.  I continue to cajole him and he continued to make excuses but the sultan’s protocol demanded that I should bring him into the royal presence, so I kept on at him till he agreed.

            When we came in the sultan’s presence we said to him: ‘Kiss the ground!’ but he refused outright saying: ‘How may this be?’  Then an intelligent man who was with him whispered to him something we could not understand and he said: ‘I make obeisance to God who created me!’ then he prostrated himself and went forward to the sultan.  The sultan half rose to greet him and sat him by his side.  They conversed together for a long time, then sultan Musa went out.  The sultan sent to him several complete suits of honour for himself, his courtiers, and all those who had come with him, and saddled and bridled horses for himself and his chief courtiers….

This man [Mansa Musa] flooded Cairo with his benefactions.  He left no court emir nor holder of a royal office without the gift of a load of gold.  The Cairenes made incalculable profits out of him and his suite in buying and selling and giving and taking.  They exchanged gold until they depressed its value in Egypt and caused its price to fall.” …
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            Gold was at a high price in Egypt until they came in that year.  The mithqal did not go below 25 dirhams and was generally above, but from that time its value fell and it cheapened in price and has remained cheap till now.  The mithqal does not exceed 22 dirhams or less.  This has been the state of affairs for about twelve years until this day by reason of the large amount of gold which they brought into Egypt and spent there. …

1.  From this account, how do you think Mansa Musa viewed himself?  What can you infer about him?

2.  What was the purpose of his visit to Cairo?  Why did he distribute gold to the people of Cairo?

A Visit to Mali

Ibn Battuta was a 14th-century Muslim traveler. Ibn Battuta spent 24 years traveling the Muslim world to meet scholars and rulers. In this reading, he describes a public-sitting ceremony of one of Mail’s kings, who also served as its religious leader, Sultan Sulayman.

[image: image2.wmf]         "[The sultan] has a lofty pavilion, of which the door is inside his house, where he sits for most of the time. . . . There came forth from the gate of the palace about 300 slaves, some carrying in their hands bows and others having in their hands short lances and shields. . . Then two saddled and bridled horses are brought, with two rams which, they say, are effective against the evil eye. . . . Dugha, the interpreter, stands at the gate of the council-place wearing fine garments of silk brocade and other materials, and on his head a turban with fringes which they have a novel way of winding. . . . The troops, governors, young men, slaves, the Masufa, and others sit outside the council-place in a broad street where there are trees. . . . Inside the council-place beneath the arches a man is standing. Anyone who wishes to address the sultan addresses Dugha and Dugha addresses that man standing and that man standing addresses the sultan. If one of them addresses the sultan and the latter [the Sultan] replies he uncovers the clothes from his back and sprinkles dust on his head and back, like one washing himself with water. I used to marvel how their eyes did not become blinded."

1. How does this passage provide evidence of Mali's wealth?
2.  West Africa was considered the edge of the Muslim World. Many scholars claim West Africa had a blend of Islamic and traditional West African customs. What customs do you think were of West African origin?
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Leo Africanus: Description of Timbuktu from The Description of Africa(1526)


El Hasan ben Muhammed el-Wazzan-ez-Zayyati was born in the Moorish city of Granada in 1485, but was expelled along with his parents and thousands of other Muslims by Ferdinand and Isabella in 1492. Settling in Morocco, he studied in Fez, and as a teenager accompanied his uncle on diplomatic missions throughout North Africa and to the Sub-Saharan kingdom of Ghana. Still a young man, he was captured by Christian pirates and presented as an exceptionally learned slave to the great Renaissance pope, Leo X. Leo freed him, baptized him under the name "Johannis Leo de Medici," and commissioned him to write in Italian the detailed survey of Africa which provided most of what Europeans knew about the continent for the next several centuries. At the time he visited the Ghanaian city of Timbuktu, it was somewhat past its peak, but still a thriving Islamic city famous for its learning. "Timbuktu" was to become a byword in Europe as the most inaccessible of cities, but at the time Leo visited, it was the center of a busy trade in African products and in books. Leo is said to have died in 1554 in Tunis, having reconverted to Islam. 



The houses of Timbuktu are huts made of clay-covered wattles with thatched roofs. In the center of the city is a temple built of stone and mortar, built by an architect named Granata, and in addition there is a large palace, constructed by the same architect, where the king lives. The shops of the artisans, the merchants, and especially weavers of cotton cloth are very numerous. Fabrics are also imported from Europe to Timbuktu, borne by Berber merchants. 

The women of the city maintain the custom of veiling their faces, except for the slaves who sell all the foodstuffs. The inhabitants are very rich, especially the strangers who have settled in the country; so much so that the current king has given two of his daughters in marriage to two brothers, both businessmen, on account of their wealth. There are many wells containing sweet water in Timbuktu; and in addition, when the Niger is in flood canals deliver the water to the city. Grain and animals are abundant, so that the consumption of milk and butter is considerable. But salt is in very short supply because it is carried here from Tegaza, some 500 miles from Timbuktu. I happened to be in this city at a time when a load of salt sold for eighty ducats. The king has a rich treasure of coins and gold ingots. One of these ingots weighs 970 pounds.  

The royal court is magnificent and very well organized. When the king goes from one city to another with the people of his court, he rides a camel and the horses are led by hand by servants. If fighting becomes necessary, the servants mount the camels and all the soldiers mount on horseback. When someone wishes to speak to the king, he must kneel before him and bow down; but this is only required of those who have never before spoken to the king, or of ambassadors. The king has about 3,000 horsemen and infinity of foot-soldiers armed with bows made of wild fennel [?] which they use to shoot poisoned arrows. This king makes war only upon neighboring enemies and upon those who do not want to pay him tribute. When he has gained a victory, he has all of them--even the children--sold in the market at Timbuktu. 

Only small, poor horses are born in this country. The merchants use them for their voyages and the courtiers to move about the city. But the good horses come from Barbary. They arrive in a caravan and, ten or twelve days later, they are led to the ruler, who takes as many as he likes and pays appropriately for them. 

The king is a declared enemy of the Jews. He will not allow any to live in the city. If he hears it said that a Berber merchant frequents them or does business with them, he confiscates his goods. There are in Timbuktu numerous judges, teachers and priests, all properly appointed by the king. He greatly honors learning. Many hand-written books imported from Barbary are also sold. There is more profit made from this commerce than from all other merchandise. 

The people of Timbuktu are of a peaceful nature. They have a custom of almost continuously walking about the city in the evening (except for those that sell gold), between 10 PM and 1 AM, playing musical instruments and dancing. The citizens have at their service many slaves, both men and women. 

	Social
	Political
	Religious
	Intellectual/Technological
	Economic

	
	
	
	
	


The Kingdom of Ghana

The following description of the Kingdom of Ghana was written by Al-Bakri, a member of a prominent Spanish Arab family who lived during the 11th century.  He never visited Ghana himself, but bases his accounts on stories from merchants he encounters.

            The city of Ghana consists of two towns situated on a plain.  One of these towns, which is inhabited by Muslims, is large and possesses twelve mosques, in which they assemble for the Friday prayer.  There are salaried imams and muezzins, as well as jurists and scholars.  In the environs are wells with sweet water, from which they drink and with which they grow vegetables.  The king’s town is six miles distant from this one….

            Between these two towns are continuous habitations.  …In the king’s town, and not far from his court of justice, is a mosque where the Muslims who arrive at his court pray.  Around the king’s town are domed buildings and groves and thickets where the sorcerers of these people, men in charge of the religious cult, live.  In them too are their idols and the tombs of their kings.  These woods are guarded and none may enter them and know what is there…. The king’s interpreters, the official in charge of his treasury and the majority of his ministers are Muslims.  Among the people who follow the king’s religion only he and his heir apparent (who is the son of his sister) may wear sewn clothes.  All other people wear robes of cotton, silk, or brocade, according o their means.  All of them shave their beards, and women shave their heads.  The king adorns himself like a woman (wearing necklaces) round his neck and (bracelets) on his forearms, and he puts on a high cap decorated with gold and wrapped in a turban of fine cotton.  He sits in audience or to hear grievances against officials in a domed pavilion around which stand ten horses covered with gold-embroidered materials.  Behind the king stand ten pages holding shields and swords decorated with gold, and on his right are the sons of the (vassal) kings of his country wearing splendid garments and their hair plaited with gold.  The governor of the city sits on the ground before the king and around him are ministers seated likewise.  At the door of the pavilion are dogs of excellent pedigree who hardly ever leave the place where the king is, guarding him.  Round their necks they wear collars of gold and silver studded with a number of balls of the same metals.  The audience is announced by the beating of a drum which they call duba made from a long hollow log.  When the people who profess the same religion as the king approach him they fall on their knees and sprinkle dust on their head, for this is their way of greeting him.  As for the Muslims, they greet him only by clapping their hands….

All pieces of native gold found in the mines of the empire belong to the sovereign, although he lets the public have the gold dust that everybody knows about. Without this precaution, gold would become so abundant as practically to lose its value…

When a man is accused of denying a crime, a headman takes a thin piece of wood, which is sour and bitter to taste, and pours upon it some water which he then gives to the defendant to drink. If the man vomits, his innocence is recognized and he is congratulated. If he does not vomit and the drink remains in his stomach, the accusation is accepted as justified.  Their religion is paganism and the worship of idols….

            On every donkey-load of salt when it is brought into the country their king levies one golden dinar and two dinars when it is sent out. … The best gold is found in  his land comes from the town of Ghiyaru, which is eighteen days’ traveling distance from the king’s town over a country inhabited by tribes of the Sudan whose dwellings are continuous…When the king dies, they build a huge dome of wood over the burial place. Then they bring him on a bed lightly covered and put him inside the dome. At his side they place his ornaments, his arms, and the vessels from which he used to eat and drink. The snake is the guardian of the state and lives in a cave devoted to its care. When the king dies, his possible successors are assembled, and the snake will prick one with its nose. This person is then said to be the new king. 

1.  What can you tell about religion and government in Ghana from this passage?  

2. What was the basis of Ghana’s wealth? 

3. Is there any example of ethnocentrism in this account? 
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Mali Songhai and Ghana -- Kingdoms Built on Trade
Mineral resources--gold and salt--were the major reason for the trade that built the wealth and power of the West African kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai. The location of these kingdoms gave them access to generous supplies of both these valuable resources.  The earliest West African kingdom was Ghana. It was located just north of the gold mines in the African rain forest and just south of the salt mines in the Sahara. Muslim Arabs living near the North African coast wanted the gold available in the south. The people of the south, living inland in the hot and salt less rain forest, needed salt to survive. As a result, a lively trade grew up between the north and south. 

The trade route crossed the trackless wastes of the Sahara, which had to be navigated, almost like a sea. Surrounding the desert were inland "ports,' places where camel caravans would form to travel together to a common destination. Traveling in groups was necessary as protection against robbery along the wary. Some caravans had as many as 12,000 camels. Using the stars or familiar rocks, pilots would guide the caravans along routes that took them to oases, where they could replenish their water supplies. These slow-moving processions could take up to six months to reach their destination, another inland "port" across the desert. 
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While the Sudan, where the Empire of Ghana was situated, possessed a large amount of gold, the region lacked adequate salt for the survival of Empire's population. The desert regions of present-day Morocco and Algeria, however, contained huge salt resources, and desert inhabitants were always in search of valuables. Not surprisingly, the gold-salt trade between the Ghana Empire and the Arab desert merchants flourished.  Some sources even suggest that gold-producing peoples exchanged salt in equal weight for gold. Coastal peoples, who could evaporate sea salt, apparently preferred the taste of pure rock salt from the desert. Thus the value of gold depended, to an extent, on the value of salt in the markets of West Africa. Over the centuries, trade expanded both in types of goods traded and in ports reached. Koala nuts and slaves from the south were traded for manufactured goods, foods, and horses from the north. Trade routes were extended to seaports along the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, opening West African trade to Europe.  To the Arabs of the north, Ghana became known as the "Land of Gold" and its ruler, the "King of Gold." He was the richest and most powerful leader in what the Arabs called the "Land of the Blacks." The salt trade helped to promote the spread of Islam. Muslim traders carrying salt also brought their religion to the people of the south. Later, Mali grew even stronger and richer than Ghana. It too amazed and impressed the Muslim Arabs. When making a pilgrimage from Timbuktu to Mecca, Mali' great leader Mansa Musa was accompanied by 60,000 people. Among the pilgrims were 500 slaves, each carrying a 4 pound bar of gold. Mansa Musa spent the gold freely along his route. It is said that all this lavish spending along the route through Egypt and Arabia lowered the value of gold there for at least 12 years since it’s wide availability made it less scarce.  Timbuktu in Mali was once a legendary center of trade and culture. Now, Mali has become one of the world’s poorest countries, however Timbuktu is still a center for the salt trade. This trade is carried on by nomads in camel caravans, much as it has been for centuries. These nomads cross the desolate desert with their heavy blocks of salt from the mines hundreds of miles away. Once salt was worth as much as gold. Even today it is highly prized.

Songhai carried on Ghana's and Mali's trading tradition. In the end, though, salt and gold helped bring down the kingdom of Songhai. Relations between Songhai and Morocco to the north became strained. Morocco was eager to displace Songhai as the leader in the Sahara trade and to get the gold that Songhai controlled. Furthermore, Morocco claimed sole right to a valuable Saharan salt mine that was vital to Songhai's survival. In the late 1500s -early 1600's, Moroocco attacked Songhai and destroyed it. 
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Famous Islamic Explorer: Ibn Battuta (quiz)

Directions: Read the excerpts below.  Then follow the instructions on the next page.  *This will be collected.
Ibn Battuta's Trip: Excerpts from Part One [From Tangier across North Africa to Alexandria, Egypt]
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Tangier, Morocco
Ibn Battuta was born in Tangier, Morocco into a family of Muslim legal scholars in 1304. He studied Muslim law as a young man. Then in 1325, he left Tangier to make a pilgrimage to Mecca. He was 21 years old and eager for more learning and more adventure.
"My departure from Tangier, my birthplace, took place ... with the object of making the Pilgrimage to the Holy House [at Mecca] and of visiting the tomb of the Prophet [in Medina], God's richest blessing and peace be on him. I set out alone having neither fellow-traveler in whose companionship I might find cheer, nor caravan whose party I might join, but swayed by an overmastering impulse within me and a desire long-cherished in my bosom to visit these illustrious sanctuaries. So I braced my resolution to quit all my dear ones, female and male, and forsook my home as birds forsake their nests. My parents being yet in the bonds of life, it weighed sorely upon me to part from them, and both they and I were afflicted with sorrow at this separation." 
Travel was dangerous by land and by sea. Ibn Battuta traveled overland at first alone riding a donkey. Then for protection he joined a caravan with other pilgrims and traders. Some of them walked, others rode horses, mules, donkeys, or camels. By the time the caravan reached Cairo, Egypt, the caravan was several thousand members.
The pilgrims were an enthusiastic group and were excited about their hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca). The trip was a grand study tour of the World of Islam - Dar al-Islam. For Ibn Battuta it was an opportunity to acquire knowledge of religion and law, and meet with other Muslim scholars. Ibn Battuta must have thought about getting a fine job as a judge (qadi) in some part of Dar al-Islam after gaining certificates of learning from great scholars of his time.  After leaving Tlemcen, the small caravan traveled the green-brown valleys for several days at a time without encountering any towns, only Berber camps and groups of camel herders.
 
Algiers
The travelers arrived at the port of Algiers where they camped outside the city walls waiting for other pilgrims to join the caravan. Then they traveled through forests of oak and cedar, mountains and valleys before reaching the city of Bijaya. Here Ibn Battuta became ill, but he pushed on anxious to get on with his trip. He was advised to stay and rest, but he insisted on continuing.  "If God decrees my death, then my death shall be on the road, with my face set towards ...[Mecca]." 

Constantine and Gifts!
Ibn Battuta didn't stay long in this small city, but he did meet the governor there who gave him a gift of money and a fine woolen cloak (to replace his own which was in shreds). This would be the first of many offerings which were from pious individuals who were performing their duty of charity to the poor, orphans, prisoners, fighters in holy wars, and travelers. These gifts were often considerable, and would make Ibn Battuta a fairly wealthy individual at times, even though he would eventually lose everything.  Ibn Battuta's little party "traveled light with the utmost speed, pushing on night and day without stopping" for fear of attack by Arab rebels. Ibn Battuta was once more ill, so ill that he had to be tied to his saddle to keep from falling off.
In the space below complete 2 of the following tasks:

1. Write a 12 to 15-line song about the tales of Ibn Battuta.

2. Create an advertisement to join Ibn Batttuta’s cavalry.  Make sure to offer incentives to join his camel cavalry.

3. Illustrate in a comic strip what Ibn Battuta experienced and saw along his journey.

4. Write a 1-2 paragraph diary entry as if you traveled with Ibn Battuta for 1 year.  Use details from text.


Name: ______________________________________





Global 9H
Homework Miles to Go Before I Sleep:

The Great Adventurer, Battuta, Affect on the Medieval World

When you take a trip or a vacation, how do you record what you did? You probably take pictures, perhaps even a video recording; you send postcards or e-mails to your family and friends about your travels. You might keep a journal to record events as they happen; and you probably bring back souvenirs to show your family and friends. Ibn Battuta traveled in a time around the 13th and 14th Centuries when recording events was not as easy as it is today. Upon his return to his home, Ibn Battuta recorded his adventures. Ibn’s story was very influential, stimulating trade and travel in the regions about which he wrote. 

Ibn Battuta’s desire to see the lands where his fellow Muslims lived led him across Asia, Africa, and Europe and the seas between. His nearly thirty years of travel began when he was twenty-one years old when he set off for a pilgrimage to Mecca. After that, he traveled over 75,000 miles. Ibn Battuta traveled by joining trading caravans. Caravans were bands of travelers who journeyed together for security and mutual aid. He told of his adventures when he returned home to Morocco, and those who heard thought his stories should be written down. The sultan of Morocco commissioned a young court secretary named Ibn Juzayy to listen to Ibn Battuta’s stories and record them. It took two years to write everything down. The result was the Rihla, a story of travels centered on a pilgrimage. The Rihla was an inspiration to other Muslims to make a hajj, or pilgrimage, to Mecca. Battuta’s stories also taught other Muslims about places, cultural practices, and religious events in the 14th Century Islamic world.

The Rihla not only helped people in Ibn Battuta’s time to know the world better, but today it is still giving us insights into the world of Africa, Asia, and Europe in the 1300s. Geographers consider Ibn Battuta one of the earliest geographers. Unlike Ibn Battuta who left home for religious reasons, the Italian Marco Polo left home seeking trade opportunities. His father and uncle, jewel merchants, had spent time at the court of Kublai Khan, the Mongol ruler of China, and took the young Marco with them for a return trip. Khan immediately liked Marco, and sent him on diplomatic missions throughout his empire. Marco spent 17 years in Khan’s service, traveling a great deal all over China, and he acquired great wealth in jewels and gold.

1. What did Ibn Battuta hope to find on his travels?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What was the Rihla?  What was its purpose?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why did Marco Polo set out on a journey?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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